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CITY OF LENOIR
CITY COUNCIL MEETING
905 WEST AVENUE
TUESDAY, MAY 21, 2019
6:00 P.M.

I. CALL TO ORDER
A. Moment of Silence & Pledge of Allegiance
II. MATTERS SCHEDULED FOR PUBLIC HEARINGS
III. CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS
A. Minutes: Approval of the minutes of the City Council meeting of Tuesday, May
7, 2019 as submitted.
B. Resolution; More Powerful NC Campaign: Approval of a Resolution Supporting
the More Powerful NC Campaign against the opioid crisis in North Carolina and
the nation as requested by the North Carolina League of Municipalities (NCLM)
and Josh Stein, North Carolina Attorney General. The opioid epidemic has
imposed significant and continuing costs on our healthcare, criminal justice, and
social service systems.
C. Service Agreement; Engineering Services: Staff recommends approval to
negotiate a Service Agreement with McGill Associates of Hickory, NC, for the
Engineering Services for the Design and Construction of the Crossroads Sewer
Line Improvement Project. Note: The City received proposals from four
engineering firms and, following review of the proposals with City Staff, it is
believed that McGill Associates is the best qualified firm for the work required
for the project.
IV. REQUESTS AND PETITIONS OF CITIZENS
V. REPORTS OF BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS
VI. REPORT AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE CITY MANAGER
A. Items of Information
1. City Council will conduct a Budget Work Session on Thursday, May 23 at 6:00
p.m. at City Hall, Third Floor. An additional Budget Work Session will be held
on Thursday, May 30 at 6:00 p.m. if necessary.
2. Parks & Recreation will host an End of School Blast from noon – 4:00 p.m. at
Mulberry Recreation Center on Saturday, May 25. Also, the outdoor pool will be
opened to the public at the Aquatic & Fitness Center.
3. City offices will be closed on Monday, May 27 in observance of Memorial Day.
4. The American Legion will host a Memorial Day Service at the Veterans Plaza
on the downtown square at noon.
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5. The Committee of the Whole will meet on Tuesday, May 28 at 8:30 a.m. at City
Hall, Third Floor.
6. The Foothills Regional Airport Authority will meet on Wednesday, May 29 at
noon.
B. Items for Council Action
1. FY2019-2020 Annual Budget: City Manager Hildebran will present the
recommended FY2019-2020 Annual Budget for the City of Lenoir and further
request that City Council call for a public hearing to be held on Tuesday, June 4
to consider approval of the recommended budget.
VII. REPORT AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE CITY ATTORNEY
VIII. REPORT AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE MAYOR
IX. REPORT AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF COUNCIL MEMBERS
X. ADJOURNMENT
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RESOLUTION SUPPORTING
THE MORE POWERFUL NC CAMPAIGN
WHEREAS the opioid epidemic, overdose deaths, and substance misuse pose a threat to the life, health, and well-being of North
Carolina residents;
WHEREAS life expectancy in the United States has declined for three years in a row for the first time since World War I, fueled in
large part by a record number of drug overdose deaths;
WHEREAS more people die from drug overdoses than car crashes;
WHEREAS more than 13,000 North Carolina residents lost their lives to unintentional opioid overdoses between 1999 and 2017;
WHEREAS the number of unintentional opioid overdose deaths in our state was nearly 17 times higher in 2017 than it was in 1999;
WHEREAS more than 2,000 North Carolinians lost their lives to opioid overdoses in 2017 alone, or more than five people a day on
average;
WHEREAS for every opioid overdose death, there are nearly two hospitalizations and nearly four emergency department visits in
North Carolina (based on 2017 data);
WHEREAS the opioid epidemic has contributed to a rise in Hepatitis C and heart valve infections (endocarditis), among other serious
and costly health consequences;
WHEREAS the opioid epidemic has contributed to a significant rise in the number and rate of hospitalizations associated with drug
withdrawal in newborns and a rise in the number of children in foster care;
WHEREAS the economic cost of the opioid crisis exceeded $500 billion in 2015 – equal to 2.8 percent of the U.S. Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) that year, according to the White House Council of Economic Advisers;
WHEREAS the opioid epidemic has imposed significant and continuing costs on our healthcare, criminal justice, and social service
systems;
WHEREAS the opioid epidemic has imposed major costs on private employers and the economy as a whole through excess sick days,
disability claims, diminished productivity, and lost productivity due to incarceration and premature death;
WHEREAS the opioid epidemic, overdose deaths, and substance misuse cause pain, suffering, and loss to individuals, families, and
communities that can never be measured;
WHEREAS the opioid epidemic has affected the City of Lenoir, Caldwell County, North Carolina in the following ways:
According to the NC Opioid Action Plan Data Dashboard for the year 2017:
•
•
•

•

(https://injuryfreenc.shinyapps.io/OpioidActionPlan/)

There were 12 Caldwell resident unintentional opioid overdose deaths
There were 73 Caldwell resident opioid overdose ED visits
7,926,000 opioid pills were dispensed to Caldwell residents
There were 7 reported community naloxone reversals in Caldwell County

According to the statistics submitted by the Lenoir Police Department in their 2018 Annual Report:
•
•

•
1

All 34 Patrol Officers have been supplied with Narcan since 2016 to revive subjects who have overdosed
In 2018, Narcan was used 15 times (most often multiple doses); wherein, 9 subjects were revived
 There were 32 identified overdoses, 4 suicides, 6 suicide attempts (1 by Rx); 38 deaths (4 identified by opioid)
 There were 116 involuntary commitments (most often due to drug usage) that officers had to stand by with
1
 Confiscated was 5 GR fentanyl, 31 GR heroin, 300 GR meth, 1,038 DU Rx, 121 GR unknown, plus other
2
 373 lbs. of unused/expired medication was collected at 5 mobile events and permanent lobby box
Opioid presentations given to groups on awareness; joined local coalition in 2014 (using Wilkes Project Lazarus model)

41 GR cocaine powder, 19 GR crack cocaine, 3,229 GR marijuana
This does not include statistics for Hudson Police, Granite Falls Police, or Caldwell Co. Sheriff’s Office
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According to NCDHHS Chronic Disease and Injury Section: (https://www.injuryfreenc.ncdhhs.gov/DataSurveillance/Poisoning.htm)
•

•

The unintentional medication and drug death rates per 100,000 persons (2012 – 2016) were 20.3 for Caldwell, higher than the 16
reported for Region 2 and the 12.2 reported in NC (during the same period)
 The age group most affected by overdose deaths in Caldwell County is 25-44 (23%) and 45-64 (30%)
 51% of unintentional overdose deaths in Caldwell County were male, 49% were female
Hospitalizations associated with drug withdrawal syndrome in newborns per 1,000 live births for NC residents (2012 – 2016) were
29.6 for Caldwell County, higher than the 20.1 reported for Region 2 and the 9 reported in NC (during the same period)

WHEREAS an effective response to the opioid epidemic combines prevention, intervention, treatment, recovery, harm reduction,
and law enforcement strategies – including those outlined in North Carolina’s Opioid Action Plan and described on
www.MorePowerfulNC.org;
WHEREAS an effective response to the opioid epidemic requires commitment and collaboration among federal, state, and local
governments as well as healthcare providers, businesses, foundations, non-profits, universities, colleges, schools, community
coalitions, faith communities, and other community partners;
NOW THEREFORE LET IT BE RESOLVED that the City of Lenoir and the Lenoir Police Department will join forces with others to
address the opioid epidemic in the City of Lenoir and Caldwell County, North Carolina by:
 Joining the More Powerful NC opioid awareness campaign as a partner;
 Encouraging community members with substance use disorders to connect with treatment and recovery resources, and offering
support and assistance to their families and loved ones;
 Supporting community members in treatment and recovery by getting the facts about addiction, treatment, and recovery, helping
to dispel myths and misconceptions, and reducing stigma;
 Encouraging community members to dispose of leftover medications and to secure needed medications that remain in the home;
 Encouraging community members to talk to healthcare providers and healthcare providers to talk to patients and community
members – about the risks associated with prescription pain medications and alternatives to opioids for treating pain;
 Encouraging community members to talk to their children, families, and loved ones about risks related to drug misuse and
methods for coping with social pressure, stress, and other challenges;
 Working with members of the faith community and encouraging them to get involved in efforts to address the opioid epidemic;
 Working with local schools to offer programs and curricula that help foster healthy students and discourage misuse of opioids and
other drugs;
 Working with the business community to support community efforts to address the opioid epidemic and to create healthy and
recovery-friendly workplaces;
 Encouraging community members to call 911 to report overdoses and to increase awareness of the state’s Good Samaritan law;
 Increasing awareness of and access to the overdose reversal drug naloxone;
 Working with first responders and emergency departments to develop post-overdose response strategies that connect overdose
survivors to treatment, harm reduction, and other services and supports;
 Working with law enforcement agencies, district attorneys, judges, court personnel, and reentry councils to connect individuals
with substance use disorders to drug treatment and other services, develop pre-arrest diversion programs, support treatment
and recovery courts, support drug treatment in prisons/jails, and connect people who are released from prison/jail to treatment
and other services;
On behalf of the City of Lenoir, Caldwell County, NC, witness my hand and seal this the _______ day of _____________, ______.
SEAL
ATTEST

_______________________
Shirley M. Cannon, City Clerk

___________________________
Joseph L. Gibbons, Mayor
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CITY OF LENOIR
COUNCIL ACTION FORM
I.

Agenda Item: Public Utilities – SRF Crossroads Sewer Improvement Project
Request for Qualifications for Engineering Services
Background Information: The City has been approved for a $2.48 million loan
from the State Revolving Loan Fund to assist the City in the replacement of old
sewer line from behind Kimbrell’s in the Crossroads Shopping Center to the
Lenoir Golf Course. The City, as a condition of the loan award, was required to
advertise a Request for Qualifications (RFQ) for the engineering services to
design, permit and administer the construction of the project. A copy of the
advertisement that was published is attached.
The City received proposals from four engineering firms stating their
qualifications, experience and references related to the nature of the work that is
required for this project. Those responding were:
McGill Associates – Hickory, NC
Withers Ravenel – Asheville, NC
Hulsey, McCormick and Wallace – Hickory, NC
Freese and Nichols – Charlotte, NC
After review it is clear that all firms are very well qualified based upon their
submittals. However after reviewing the proposals with City staff, it is believed
that McGill Associates is the best qualified firm for the work required for this
project at this time.

II.

III.

Staff Recommendation: Based upon our review, staff recommends approval to
negotiate a service agreement with McGill Associates of Hickory, NC for the
engineering services required for the design and construction of the Crossroads
Sewer Line Improvement Project.
Reviewed by:
City Attorney: _____________________________
Finance Director: ___________________________
Public Works/Public Utilities Director:_________________________
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